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MOTYL CHAMBER ENSEMBLE: 

BEAUTIFUL MUSIC ‘RESCUED’ DURING THE HOLOCAUST

On November 19, 2011 at 8pm at the Yardley Community Centre, Bucks County Performing Arts Center (BCPAC) brings our community a musical experience you won’t soon forget.  The ‘Motýl Chamber Ensemble’ will perform music by composers whose lives were cut short, or radically transformed by the Holocaust. 

The group, a string quartet, consists of four New York-based women with amazing performance credentials and an unprecedented dedication to presenting this rare music in a beautiful light.  (In the photo Left to Right: Julie Artzt Becker, Artistic Advisor, Violin
Anoush Simonian, viola, Aleeza Wadler, Artistic Director  Violin, Ellen Rose Silver, violoncello).
 
Violinist Aleeza Wadler has a doctorate from Boston University where her thesis was ‘Strings in the Shadows: A Portrait of Three Violinists in the Terezin Concentration Camp.’  Dr. Wadler has graced festival stages at the Aspen Music Festival and Tanglewood.  She has performed with orchestras such as the International Symphony Orchestra in Israel and ALEA III in Boston.  Her articles and recordings can be found at ‘ORT’s Music of the Holocaust’ website.  

Julie Artzt Becker, violinist, began her musical studies at the age of three.  Her career has spanned the United States and Europe, including festivals in Aspen, Colorado, Italy and Israel.  Ms. Becker has studied at Juilliard (Pre-college Division), University of Michigan (Bachelor of Music) and the Manhattan School of Music (Master of Music).  Her performance highlights include concerts at Avery Fisher Hall and Weill Recital Hall with the Mendelssohn Octet with Itzhak Perlmann.  

Originally from Armenia, violist Anoush Simonian had the honor of attending Temple University’s Pre-college division for gifted musicians.  She was principal violist there and in the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra.  Dr. Simonian has her Doctorate degree from the State University of New York. Her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees are from the Juilliard School where she was principal violist of the Juilliard Symphony and the Juilliard Opera Orchestra.  Her teaching dedication matches her performance dedication. 

Cellist Ellen Rose Silver has been performing and teaching in the New York City area for over thirteen years.  She holds a double degree in Biology and Cello Performance from Oberlin College and Conservatory.  Her Master of Music degree is from Rice University’s Shepherd School of Music.  She also has a Professional Studies degree from Mannes College of Music.  Ms. Silver’s performance roster includes appearing on WQXR’s ‘Listening Room’ with Robert Sherman, performing with the New York Repertory Orchestra, and touring with the New York City Opera’s National Company.  

The ‘Motýl’ in ‘Motýl Chamber Ensemble’ is Czech for ‘butterfly’.  This name choice is derived from the poem, ‘The Butterfly’, written by Pavel Friedman while in the Terezin Concentration Camp.  The Ensemble was featured on a Leonarda Productions CD release of ‘Kyrie’ for String Quintet and the chamber opera ‘Riders from the Sea’, both by Marga Richter.  ORT’s Music of the Holocaust website also features ‘Motýl’ recordings.   

Come to the Yardley Community Centre, 64 S. Main St., Yardley, PA, 19067, for this unforgettable concert.  The historic Centre, home to all of BCPACs 34th season performances, offers an intimate setting.  There’s also fine food within walking distance and ample parking on Main Street.   

Tickets are $15, $12 (seniors) & $8 (students). Tickets are available by contacting the BCPAC office, online through PayPal at their website (www.bcpac.org) or at the Yardley Community Centre prior to the concert. You can also mail your check payable to BCPAC and send along a stamped-self-addressed envelope and we will return your tickets.

If you wish to join BCPAC’s mailing list or find out more about BCPAC you can call (215) 493-3010, or online at their website:  www.bcpac.org.   BCPAC is a registered non-profit organization based in Lower Makefield Township.  Its mission is devoted to the creation of community through the arts.
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The Bucks County Performing Arts Center is a registered charitable organization.  A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained �directly from BCPAC or from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.








